
Dear Parents, 

                I would like to introduce myself and let you know how excited I am to be teaching your child in first grade 

this year. For those of you that don’t know me, my name is Celia Doherty. I have taught at Traut since we opene d in 

1993 as Washington Core Knowledge Elementary. For the first 4 years I taught 2nd grade. I then moved to 

kindergarten and taught half time for 6 years. I then moved to 1st grade and have taught here for the last 10 years. 
Before coming to Fort Collins, I taught a full time kindergarten in Washington County for 4 years. 

                My husband, Kevin, and I have 3 daughters, Emily, 21, Allison 19 and Melissa 17. Emily will be a senior 

at Colorado State University. Allison will be a junior at the University of Wyoming and Melissa will be in 12th grade 
at Fossil Ridge High School. They are all Traut alumni and keep us very busy. 

                I am sure you have many questions about our classroom and I will try to address a few here in this letter. 
As we begin school please don’t hesitate to ask questions.  

Classroom Coordinator- Our class coordinators are yet to be determined. Together we will be going over the 

necessary details of what needs I will have in the classroom. I will be posting sign -up sheets the night of the Ice 
Cream Social. 

First Day of School- School starts on Tuesday August 19th, our classroom will be room #102. It is located on the 

northeast corner of the building. Our day will begin at 8:25. The kids will line up at our north door that face s the 

front of the building. They are to wait in line for me to collect them and lead them into the building as a group. You 

are welcome to come on the first day to take pictures and say goodbye. I’ll have the kids put their backpacks o n the 

coat rack in the hall and then they are to sit at their desks. There will be play dough on their desks for them to play 

with as we get settled. I would like to begin the day as soon as possible so I ask that you reassure your child and 

leave after a short time. Per the District’s Heat Schedule, class is dismissed at 1:05 and we will be lining up at 
the same door. This will be our schedule the first two weeks of school. After that dismissal will be at 3:05. 

Supplies- The supply list for first grade is available at the school office, online on the school website or at many 

local stores if you do not already have one. I would like to ask that you put your child’s art supplies (1 pkg. of 

markers, 3 glue sticks, 1 bottle of liquid glue, 1 pair of scissors, 5 sharpened pencils, 1 Prang watercolor set) in a 

gallon size Ziploc bag. Bring this bag and all the other supplies in a paper bag with your child’s name on it on 

the night of the Ice Cream Social*. I will be sorting and storing supplies for them. We have desks, but space is 

limited so please don’t send any extra items. I will be providing a plastic storage box to hold their supplies in the ir 
desk.   *If you are unable to attend the Ice Cream Social, plan to bring his/her supplies on the first day of 

school.    

School Lunch- This will be the first year some of our class will be eating in the lunchroom as a group. The kids will 

have a choice of 3 entrees or to bring a sack lunch from home. Lunch menus will be provided before the first da y of 

school or online through the PSD website. Put your child’s lunch money in an envelope in a safe, pre-designated 

place in your child’s backpack. We will collect lunch money in the morning and hand it back at lunchtime. If yo u 

are sending a check plan to drop it off in the office. If you send a lunch please mark the outside clearly with your 

child’s name. Our staff will be helping the kids learn the routines of the lunchroom, but help your child at home by 

stressing the character qualities and helping them to learn to eat at a good pace (our lunch period is 25 minutes 

which often isn’t adequate for some). Slower eaters will be permitted to stay in from recess to finish, but due to 
supervision issues, we encourage everyone to go out at the same time. 

Snacks- We will have a snack time for the class twice a day. Please plan to send your child’s snacks each day in 

his/her backpack. Do not store snacks in lunchboxes as they will be stored separately from their backpacks. Non-

perishable snacks are best. Suggestions include: crackers, pretzels, fruit roll-ups, dried fruit, etc. Please do not send 

drinks or messy snacks, as I will have limited time for preparing and clean up. The children have access to a 

drinking fountain and water bottles. 



Water Bottles- Due to the typical heat of late summer, I highly recommend you send a filled water bottle with your 

child to class each day. Water bottles should go home each night and return filled each day. Please don’t send an 

empty water bottle to be filled at school. This takes up class time and creates a line at  the drinking fountain. Also, 

check for leaks and use bottles with a pull cap or self-closing spouts. No screw cap disposable bottles - these 
invariably get bumped and spilled. Please label the water bottle with your child’s name. 

Background Information- Included with this letter is a brief questionnaire. It is designed to help me learn about 

your child and make his/her school experience more productive and run smoothly. Please fill out the questionnaire 
and bring it on the night of the Ice Cream Social or on the first day of school. 

                I look forward to meeting you at the Ice Cream Social. I will be happy to answer questions at that time. I 

will also be asking parents to sign up for different volunteer opportunities. If you have general question s that need 

an immediate response, please contact the school office. My classroom number is 488-7513. My email address is 
cdoherty@psdschools.org. I will check messages regularly. 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to teach your child this year. I am eager to begin a fun -filled and 
productive year! 

                                                                                                                Sincerely, 

                                                                                                                Celia Doherty 
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